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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed herein are a common mode filter capable of imple-
menting high inductance without deterioration of a moisture
resistance load, and a method of manufacturing the same. The
common mode filter includes: a magnetic substrate; an insu-
lating layer disposed on the magnetic substrate; and a coil
electrode layer disposed in the insulating layer, wherein the
magnetic substrate has a groove part formed at an edge of an
upper surface thereof, and a material of the insulating layer is
filled into the groove part.

13 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
COMMON MODE FILTER AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS REFERENCE(S) TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefitunder 35 U.S.C. Section
119 of Korean Patent Application Serial No. 10-2012-
0145512, entitled “Common Mode Filter and Method of
Manufacturing the Same” filed on Dec. 13, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety into this appli-
cation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a common mode filter, and
more particularly, to a common mode filter in which a struc-
ture of a magnetic substrate is deformed, and a method of
manufacturing the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, electronic devices such as a cellular phone, a
home appliance, a personal computer (PC), a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a liquid crystal display (LCD), and the like,
have been gradually digitalized and a speed of the electronic
devices has gradually increased. Since these electronic
devices are sensitive to stimulus from the outside, in the case
in which small abnormal voltage and high frequency noise
and introduced into the electronic devices from the outside, a
circuit may be damaged or a signal may be distorted.

An example of the above-mentioned abnormal voltage and
noise includes lightning, electrostatic discharge charged in a
human body, switching voltage generated in the circuit,
power noise included in power supply voltage, an unneces-
sary electromagnetic signal, electromagnetic noise, or the
like. As a unit for preventing the above-mentioned abnormal
voltage and high frequency noise from being introduced into
the circuit, a common mode filter has been used.

Describing a general structure of a common mode filter
with reference to Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
10-2007-0076722, the common mode filter has a structure in
which a pair of conductor coils magnetically coupled to each
other is formed on a magnetic substrate and is enclosed by an
insulating resin. That is, the common mode filter has a struc-
ture in which the magnetic substrate and an insulating layer
are stacked when being viewed from the outside.

Therefore, external moisture permeates into an element
through a space between the magnetic substrate and the insu-
lating layer and arrives at the conductor coil to deteriorate a
moisture resistance load of the common mode filter. There-
fore, in order to prevent this problem, an interval between the
outermost portion of the conductor coil and a side of the
insulating layer, that is, a margin part has been formed to be
large.

However, as the margin part becomes large, a space of the
conductor coil is limited, such that a turn of the conductor coil
cannot but be decreased. In this case, it is difficult to satisfy a
required inductance value. This problem is gradually inten-
sified as the common mode filter is miniaturized. Therefore, a
common mode filter capable of implementing a high induc-
tance value simultaneously with increasing a margin part, and
a method of manufacturing the same have been urgently
demanded.
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2
RELATED ART DOCUMENT

Patent Document

(Patent Document 1) Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication
No. 10-2007-0076722

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a common
mode filter capable of preventing a moisture resistance load
without increasing a margin part and implementing high
inductance, and a method of manufacturing the same.

According to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a common mode filter including: a
magnetic substrate; an insulating layer disposed on the mag-
netic substrate; and a coil electrode layer disposed in the
insulating layer, wherein the magnetic substrate has a groove
part formed at an edge of an upper surface thereof, and a
material of the insulating layer is filled into the groove part.

An internal corner of the groove part may be formed at a
right angle.

A height of the groove part may be 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller
than a thickness of the magnetic substrate.

A width of the groove part formed at a long side of the
magnetic substrate may be 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a
length of the long side of the magnetic substrate.

A width of the groove part formed at a short side of the
magnetic substrate may be 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a
length of the short side of the magnetic substrate.

An inner side surface of the groove part may be formed as
a curved surface having a predetermined radius of curvature.

The groove part may be formed in a stair form.

The groove part may have a wider width at a lower portion
thereof than at an upper portion thereof.

The coil electrode layer may be configured of a pair of
conductor coils spaced apart from each other by a predeter-
mined interval.

The common mode filter may further include: external
electrodes formed on an upper surface of the insulating layer
and connected to both ends of each of'the conductor coils; and
a magnetic composite disposed between the external elec-
trodes.

According to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method of manufactur-
ing a common mode filter, including: preparing a magnetic
substrate; forming a groove part at an edge of an upper surface
of'the magnetic substrate; applying an insulating layer onto a
surface of the magnetic substrate as well as an inner portion of
the groove part; and plating a coil electrode layer on the
insulating layer and forming an insulating layer so as to cover
the coil electrode layer.

In the forming of the groove part, a photolithography pro-
cess or a laser process may be used.

The method may further include: plating external elec-
trodes ata predetermined thickness on an upper surface of the
insulating layer; and forming a magnetic composite between
the external electrodes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a common mode filter
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line I-I' of
FIG. 1,
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a magnetic substrate
included in the common mode filter according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the magnetic substrate included in
the common mode filter according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIGS. 5 to 7 are cross-sectional views of a magnetic sub-
strate included in a common mode filter according to another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 8 to 12 are views sequentially showing processes of
a method of manufacturing a common mode filter according
to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Various advantages and features of the present invention
and methods accomplishing thereof will become apparent
from the following description of exemplary embodiments
with reference to the accompanying drawings. However, the
present invention may be modified in many different forms
and it should not be limited to exemplary embodiments set
forth herein. These exemplary embodiments may be provided
so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will
fully convey the scope of the invention to those skilled in the
art.

Terms used in the present specification are for explaining
exemplary embodiments rather than limiting the present
invention. Unless explicitly described to the contrary, a sin-
gular form includes a plural form in the present specification.
The word “comprise” and variations such as “comprises” or
“comprising,” will be understood to imply the inclusion of
stated constituents, steps, operations and/or elements but not
the exclusion of any other constituents, steps, operations and/
or elements.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a common mode filter
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line
I-I' of FIG. 1. In addition, FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a
magnetic substrate included in the common mode filter
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and FIG. 4 is a plan view of the magnetic substrate
included in the common mode filter according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

Additionally, components shown in the accompanying
drawings are not necessarily shown to scale. For example,
sizes of some components shown in the accompanying draw-
ings may be exaggerated as compared with other components
in order to assist in the understanding of the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention. Meanwhile, through-
outthe accompanying drawings, the same reference numerals
will be used to describe the same components. For simplifi-
cation and clearness of illustration, a general configuration
scheme will be shown in the accompanying drawings, and a
detailed description of the feature and the technology well
known in the art will be omitted in order to prevent a discus-
sion of exemplary embodiments of the present invention from
being unnecessarily obscure.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the common mode filter 100
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion may include a magnetic substrate 110, an insulating layer
130 having a coil electrode layer 120 disposed therein, exter-
nal electrodes 140 disposed on the insulating layer 130, and a
magnetic composite 150 disposed between the external elec-
trodes 140.

The insulating layer 130, which is a layer insulating
between the magnetic substrate 110 and the coil electrode
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layer 120 and protecting the coil insulating layer 120 from the
outside, may be made of a material appropriately selected in
consideration of an insulation property, a heat resistance
property, a moisture resistance property, and the like. For
example, as an optimal polymer material configuring the
insulating layer 130, a thermosetting resin such as an epoxy
resin, a phenol resin, an urethane resin, a silicon resin, a
polyimide resin, or the like, and a thermoplastic resin such as
a polycarbonate resin, an acrylic resin, a polyacetal resin, a
polypropylene resin, or the like, may be used, and a resin (for
example, prepreg) having a reinforcing material such as a
glass fiber or an inorganic filler impregnated in the thermo-
setting resin and the thermoplastic resin may also be used.

The coil electrode layer 120 may be configured of a pair of
conductor coils 121 and 122 spaced apart from each other by
a predetermined interval and electromagnetically coupled to
each other. Both ends of each of the conductor coils 121 and
122 may be connected to the external electrodes 140 through
avia 141 and a lead wire (not shown). Therefore, the common
mode filter according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention may have a total of four input/output termi-
nals.

In the present invention, the coil electrode layer 120 is not
necessarily configured in the above-mentioned structure, but
may also have a structure in which four conductor coils are
spaced apart from each other by a predetermined interval and
are connected to each other in pair, or two conductor coils are
plated on the same plane.

Inaddition, a margin part M, that is, an interval between the
outermost portion of the conductor coils 121 and 122 and a
side of the insulating layer 130 may be formed at a distance as
short as possible in a range in which an insulation property, a
heat resistance property, a moisture resistance property, and
the like, are ensured. Therefore, in the present invention, the
coil electrode layer 120 may have a maximum area. Accord-
ingly, the common mode filter 100 according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention may easily imple-
ment a required inductance value.

Inthe case in which the margin part M is short as described
above, there is a risk that a moisture resistance load will be
deteriorated. However, due to a structure of the magnetic
substrate 1100 described below, in the common mode filter
100 according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a deterioration phenomenon of the moisture resis-
tance load does not occur.

First, the magnetic substrate 110 is made of Ni—Z7n,
Mn—7n based, Ni—Zn based, Ni—Zn—Mg based, or
Mn—Mg—Zn based ferrite that has high electrical resistance
and low magnetic force loss and may easily design impedance
through a composition change, or a mixture thereof, such that
it becomes a space in which a magnetic path is formed.
Therefore, when voltage is applied from the external elec-
trode 140, a magnetic flux generated in the coil electrode
layer 120 is not leaked, such that inductance may be increased
and high common mode impedance may be implemented.

The magnetic substrate 110 has a groove part 111 formed
along an edge of an upper surface thereof as shown in FIGS.
2 to 4. Therefore, a material of the insulating layer 130 dis-
posed on an upper surface of the magnetic substrate 110 is
also filled in the groove part 111. More specifically, an inter-
nal corner of the groove part 111 is formed at a right angle.

According to the above-mentioned structure, a movement
path (hereinafter, referred to as a permeation path) of mois-
ture permeated from the outside becomes an interface of the
groove part 111, and a length thereof becomes the sum of a
height h and a width w of the groove part 111. Since the
permeation path is increased by the groove part 111 as
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described above, even though the margin part M is short, the
coil electrode layer 120 may be protected from the external
moisture.

Here, it is preferable that the height h ofthe groove part 111
is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a thickness of the magnetic
substrate 110. In addition, it is preferable that a width w1 of
the groove part 111 formed at a long side of the magnetic
substrate 110 is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of the
long side of the magnetic substrate 110, and a width w2 of the
groove part 111 formed at a short side of the magnetic sub-
strate 110 is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of the short
side of the magnetic substrate 110.

The larger the height h and the width w of the groove part
111, the larger the permeation path is, such that reliability for
the moisture resistance load is increased. However, when the
height h and the width w of the groove part 111 are exces-
sively large, since a magnetic material is lost by a volume
corresponding to the height and the width, it is preferable that
the height h and the width w of the groove part 111 has an
appropriate value in the above-mentioned numerical range.
However, since the above-mentioned numerical range is a
range for limiting an optimal value capable of implementing
the effect of the present invention, it is obvious to those skilled
in the art that a value that is slightly out of the numeral range
may be allowed.

As shown in FIGS. 2 to 4, the internal corner of the groove
part 111 is generally formed at a right angle. However, as one
of various modified examples, an inner side surface 111a of
the groove part 111 may be formed as a curved surface having
apredetermined radius of curvature as shown in FIG. 5. In this
case, the larger the radius of curvature, the larger the length of
the permeation path is, such that the reliability for the mois-
ture resistance load may be improved.

However, no matter how large the curvature of radius is, a
length of the permeation path cannot be short than the groove
part 111 of FIGS. 2 to 4. In addition, in the case in which a
right angle internal corner is present, since stairs are formed
to block a flow of the moisture by a step therebetween, it is
more preferable to form the groove part 111 having a right
angle internal corner as shown in FIGS. 2 to 4.

As a result of performing a moisture resistance test on a
common mode filter of a 0806 size of which common mode
impedance is 90 €2 for 500+12 hours under conditions such as
60x3° C., 90-95% RH, DC10V, and DC100 mA, it could be
appreciated that in the case of using a magnetic substrate in
which the groove part 111 having a right angle internal corner
is formed, insulation resistance is 1.09E+07, which is a nor-
mal value; however, otherwise, insulation resistance is
9.03E+09, which is alow value, such that moisture permeated
from the outside easily arrives at the coil electrode layerin the
structure according to the related art.

As described above, the common mode filter 100 accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention
uses the magnetic substrate 110 in which the groove part 111
is formed to increase the length of the permeation path,
thereby making it possible to prevent deterioration of the
moisture resistance load. Therefore, the margin part M needs
not to be formed to be large, such that an area of the coil
electrode layer 120 may be increased as large as possible. As
a result, it is possible to implement high inductance.

Meanwhile, FIGS. 6 and 7 are views for describing a form
of the groove part 111 according to another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. In order to more
securely block the permeation path, the groove part 111 may
be formed to have a wider width at a lower portion thereof
than at an upper portion thereof, such that an angle (8) of the
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internal corner is less than 90 degrees as shown in FIG. 6 or be
formed in a stair form as shown in FIG. 7.

In the case in which the internal corner of the groove part
111 has an angle less than 90 degrees to thereby be depressed
into the magnetic substrate 110 as shown in FIG. 6, since a
length of the permeation path is further increased as com-
pared with the groove part 111 of FIGS. 2 to 4 and a flow of
the moisture may be blocked at the depressed corner, the
reliability for the moisture resistance load may be signifi-
cantly increased.

Therefore, in the groove part 111 having the above-men-
tioned form, the smaller the angle (0) of the internal corner,
the higher the reliability for the moisture resistance load.
However, when the angle of the internal corner is excessively
small, since loss of a magnetic material is increased and it is
difficult to implement the above-mentioned form at the time
of manufacturing the common mode filter, it is preferable that
the angle (0) of the internal corner is in a range of 60 to 90
degrees.

In addition, in the case in which the groove part 111 is
formed in the stair form as shown in FIG. 7, several stairs are
formed to block a flow ofthe moisture by a step therebetween,
the reliability for the moisture resistance load may be signifi-
cantly increased.

Therefore, in the groove part 111 having the above-men-
tioned form, the more the number of stages, the higher the
reliability for the moisture resistance load. However, when
the number of stairs is excessively many, a height or a width
of'the groove part 111 becomes large, such that the loss of the
magnetic material is increased, and when the number of stairs
is increased in a state in which a height or a width of the
groove part 111 is limited, the step between the stairs, such
that it is difficult to show an effect by the stair form. There-
fore, in the case in which the groove part 111 is formed in the
stair form, the number of stairs should be carefully selected in
consideration of the height and the width of the groove part
111.

Hereinafter, a method of manufacturing a common mode
filter 100 according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

FIGS. 8 to 12 are views sequentially showing processes of
amethod of manufacturing a common mode filter 100 accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In
the method of manufacturing a common mode filter 100
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the magnetic substrate 110 having a predetermined size
is first prepared as shown in FIG. 8.

The magnetic substrate 110 is made of Ni—Zn, Mn—Z7n
based, Ni—Z7n based, Ni—Zn—Mg based, or Mn—Mg—Z7n
based ferrite, or a mixture thereof, and preferably has the
same size as that of a finally completed common mode filter.

Then, as shown in FIG. 9, the groove part 111 is formed at
an edge of an upper surface of the magnetic substrate 110.

The groove part 111 may be formed by a photolithography
forming technology, a laser process such as a laser ablation
process or a laser cutting process, or the like. In this case, the
internal corner of the groove part 111 may be formed at a right
angle or an inner side surface thereof may be formed to be a
curved surface having a predetermined curvature of radius.
Alternatively, the groove part 111 may be formed to have a
wider width at a lower portion thereof than at an upper portion
thereof or be formed in the stair form by performing a process
several times.

Then, as shown in FIG. 10, the insulating layer 130 is
applied onto a surface of the magnetic substrate 110 by a
well-known technology such as a dip coating method, a spin
coating method, or the like. When the insulating layer 130 is
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applied onto the surface of the magnetic substrate 110 in
which the groove part 111 is formed, a material of the insu-
lating layer 130 is naturally filled in the groove part 111.

Then, a buildup process of alternately stacking the conduc-
tor coils 121 and 122 and the insulating layer covering the
conductor coils 121 and 122 is performed to complete the
insulating layer 130 covering the coil electrode layer 120 as
shown in FIG. 11.

The conductor coils 121 and 122 may be plated by a well-
known plating forming method such as a subtractive method,
an additive method, a semi-additive method, or the like. At
this time, the via 141 and lead wire (not shown) for electrical
connection with the external electrode may also be plated.

Next, finally, as shown in FIG. 12, the external electrodes
140 are plated at a predetermined thickness on an upper
surface of the insulating layer 130, and a slurry produced by
mixing a magnetic powder, an organic binder, and the like,
with each other is filled and cured in the external electrodes
140 to form the magnetic composite 150, thereby finally
completing the common mode filter according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

With the common mode filter according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, the magnetic substrate
in which the groove part is formed is used, such that a move-
ment path of moisture permeated from the outside may be
increased without forming a large margin part, thereby mak-
ing it possible to implement high inductance without deterio-
ration of the moisture resistance load.

The present invention has been described in connection
with what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments. Although the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention have been described, the present invention
may be also used in various other combinations, modifica-
tions and environments. In other words, the present invention
may be changed or modified within the range of concept of
the invention disclosed in the specification, the range equiva-
lent to the disclosure and/or the range of the technology or
knowledge in the field to which the present invention pertains.
The exemplary embodiments described above have been pro-
vided to explain the best state in carrying out the present
invention. Therefore, they may be carried out in other states
known to the field to which the present invention pertains in
using other inventions such as the present invention and also
be modified in various forms required in specific application
fields and usages of the invention. Therefore, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodi-
ments. It is to be understood that other embodiments are also
included within the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A common mode filter comprising:

a magnetic substrate consisting of ferrite;

an insulating layer disposed on the magnetic substrate,

a coil electrode layer disposed in the insulating layer,

wherein the magnetic substrate has a groove part formed at

an edge of an upper surface thereof, and a material of the
insulating layer is filled in the groove part,

and the groove part is formed in a stair form.
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2. The common mode filter according to claim 1, wherein
an internal corner of the groove part is formed at a right angle.

3. The common mode filter according to claim 2, wherein
a height of the groove part is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a
thickness of the magnetic substrate.

4. The common mode filter according to claim 2, wherein
a width of the groove part formed at a long side of the mag-
netic substrate is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of the
long side of the magnetic substrate.

5. The common mode filter according to claim 2, wherein
a width of the groove part formed at a short side of the
magnetic substrate is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of
the short side of the magnetic substrate.

6. The common mode filter according to claim 1, wherein
the coil electrode layer is configured of a pair of conductor
coils spaced apart from each other by a predetermined inter-
val.

7. The common mode filter according to claim 6, further
comprising:

external electrodes formed on an upper surface of the insu-

lating layer and connected to both ends of each of the
conductor coils; and

a magnetic composite disposed between the external elec-

trodes.

8. A common mode filter comprising:

a magnetic substrate consisting of ferrite;

an insulating layer disposed on the magnetic substrate,

a coil electrode layer disposed in the insulating layer,

wherein the magnetic substrate has a groove part formed at

an edge of an upper surface thereof, and a material of the
insulating layer is filled in the groove part,

and the groove part has a wider width at a lower portion

thereof than at an upper portion thereof.

9. The common mode filter according to claim 8, wherein
a height of the groove part is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a
thickness of the magnetic substrate.

10. The common mode filter according to claim 8, wherein
a width of the groove part formed at a long side of the mag-
netic substrate is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of the
long side of the magnetic substrate.

11. The common mode filter according to claim 8, wherein
a width of the groove part formed at a short side of the
magnetic substrate is 0.1 to 0.3 times smaller than a length of
the short side of the magnetic substrate.

12. The common mode filter according to claim 8, wherein
the coil electrode layer is configured of a pair of conductor
coils spaced apart from each other by a predetermined inter-
val.

13. The common mode filter according to claim 12, further
comprising:

external electrodes formed on an upper surface of the insu-

lating layer and connected to both ends of each of the
conductor coils; and

a magnetic composite disposed between the external elec-

trodes.



